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T, A i TG TRAAT HATA
Fgg=AT
< faeett, 11 e, 2025

LA, 465(37).— SafF 97 F FEer A7 fowmEe sratha a9 G §9 F U aewe

TSN FATES IS AT heg HLRTE ATSEAAT &, F1.37. 3305(37) faAt 7 fawaw 2015 & aga Jiera
o T o, S T aea-ThiamT «ft Fetta i 12 off, S a1 § a6g-a97 97 gented e w1 o,

ST STafeh ST=ITRreh! TRTare 6l HITHT STAHAT, THN! dhd o[- (5% AdgradT, S J@ar 9%
FITaeS-19 AEMHTT & AHTLICHT TATE, ATAH AT 3T FH AT & FHET o Jrag, T arg § q0F5
TTSATFATSS il i FIEaT e fersreft it Hrar § Fheg o FHTLT STHTHT T AT FTT SA1S F FHT 37 Icasid
AT 7 THA-HAT | 2 o7 O F Ty § F AT I g0 3 {7 =0 Fay 7 g Aoy i v
ferrfer wme g2 of;

3T STaTeh ST HEATHT G S W1 o Uieg ol ToTaefierar siw sff=reg aum & & 8y areasft
T T H AT AT F He § B sfewae fhw T o,

Y =7 IS HTHHT 3 THhT THA-HHT F dae § I2ART, Braa /o, F=a Iguor = 978,
FSATIH TEATHT T 7T BAITERT o6 A1 Fis gqeT<ah TaHeT T I
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ST AT e 1 TU [HI=07 a1 | 37 {e il THT ST 7, ITAH FAeqIT A1e], 17T THRH
TR 37T 3177 Haferd Tl T SMhereT e 3T 7 TTAHT 3T THRT THI-HTHT Y 7reaar a7 ffrerfer
T o forw us qiefa &7 7o BT 71T o7 $i7 ot Fea g Tguor [EAr e 9 fHega e F arg, 390
& STETT &A1 H TohT SIS FATSS o TP TRAT AT [UET 1 ST, TG fasretl 3T FA7 T
#r Afa @ & 5= F o q9ree gweor; Faim e S arer RE=or SamEt F 9R) g F Fwer
ATATALOT | FTaF Felfie AT FTa STSATFATSS I | Jiag, ¥ T F==ror urai  forw sroferg 94T georw
T GAA 3T TAg; THT FHAT A7 forse srara ara G=a &9 § vF g0 Ut & wtead &
T [0 l-S e HAGIAAT; 3T FT ATATEr AT &1 3T 3T+ AT TGOV Haaqeie &= ¥ arg Igu *
=7 8w Iege & for ugfaardt [EEia & @R F3d & 999§ 09 T F AT AT Frhrer
TET 85

I, TETT qATaLor (F2eqor) srfarfaa, 1986 (1986 =T 29) ¥ &<T 6 i 25 FI=T T afFat &T
TN T GO g T TATEL0 (H2eqT) AT, 1986 &l 3 HeTtad #ed & forw Meforted {aw aamr
g, ATH: -

1. (1) = =T & Sfera 98 qAtaor (F3e) 7qy e a9, 2025 g

(2) T FEHRTLT TSI § THTAA hl TG T T il
2. qtar (geqr) e, 1986 F Se=-1 § 9 Hear 25 H, “* (i) & 0% g+ aret fafeai & forg
T =07 A1 (TSN FRT U a6 BIE 7 TS AT ST 3T “* & qH1eq g areft gt 2rdrdr
(zT=aT) R g e aamaoiia o5 & T § ofiT Moo= 87 % v 9% Referted & giaerod
ERUSIRUIAE R

“(%F) %I TFUOT [T 1< ZIT Uk T8 HIE 7 TS a1 ST fS|# qa{aw oy, a9 37 Saarg aadd
HTer, o= HaATerd, Fad A TTTEheor Y shatd Tguor 9=y a7 o Tiaf=ier afeer gir, S Icesi
HATEHT & AT & [T IFT qAMAdT & Hiad (3) § Miace I sateafd g 9% i+ & T
ATferT-1 3 Fiaw (2) # e d= ara fega s9=1 & 2oft § afigg s : -

qrferT |
*.4. Cilj safafa/g=
(1) (2) (3)
1 JofY TEA LT &7 F 10 e F Ty § a7 Wfeas & sfees
STTaT AT gl | |
2 ot & THIT & T TZIUT &7 2 STaT AT 7 FeA arer &2 % 10 et
F I & A
3 goft T Zoft & iY@ § A SFA1 & smar

1T r 2011 T STAIIET & ATET
2597 o e ygur T A1 gy o T T gl

(@) (i) ToFT ST FATSS IHIT F AATAT 7T ATIGS! F [oIT IcHSIT AT hl JASTAT  THI-HHET

IEEIGGIEEAK
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qrfershT-Il
F.H. @ AT & g GHaEAT  [SIqUTa & Ge & [T Sh1eal &f 9%
(4 7 T AT ) e Y it
(1) (2) ) (4)
1 it % 31 faEaw 2022 % 31 faFaw 2022 %
2 ot 7 31 faHa¥ 2023 % 31 faHaw 2025 %
3 Zoft 31 faEaw 2024 T 31 faFaw 2025 %

ATfrT-1l 3 w1 (4) & [fde [t & gger @2 =ifvg o au am B @@= #:i1 9om
TTSAFATES IESIT & AATAT 3+ HIIEST & o7 3 AT9H! &l QT FLAT Tuferd Tal
ST, IS UH 697 & B & ST U2 e & 117 heaiF TG [HI307 q1E 3T Fea 1 A2
TTTErRT0T 1 U a5 AT Teqd F3d 2.

FIOA Toh U HIAT FT HATAT FAdGdT § M8 a7 3R AT TZaT g J9T I(S TH7A
are? wie/de e ATl 1 @ A8t Far g, ar 399 arfernt-ll F w59 (4) § [AfeE
ararEt & gatar afaafd ager f ST,

AT AT G H HoHL STSAFAIEE 6 (o107 IcHSid HIAHT 0! TASTAT (HFTTHE 2T

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

()

31 f&&a¥ 2030 & Tger & I sl ATTUIT FIA ATl AT [Ae[d@ q4=1 T qoF STEAFATEE
Icasid & forT AT 9Tt 7 Q2T FTAT STUTerd Agl g, TS UH 63 98 g o e T g
& forT e Jguor =7 1S i R [Aegd TTieEor it aaqaEdr Tedd F3d o

Frd o =7 4= 97 31 fasa¥ 2030 & Iearied forea ¥ 0.40 ¥0¥ wid A firaw &
TTAT AT TS SATUIAT, TTE IART TATAT HTGE FTAHT T 27 60 &7 3q%00 §
fAfde fafyr & arg off S w=ar &;

HISET A0t 'F &% q19 &g 997 31 fGEwaw, 2027 T 0% STAFIIEe Icsi ATTHT HT
AIATAT F| AT ZI AT AV 'F a1 oy === 7 ot 31 ffmwaw, 2027 & 92 7 7|
T ATATAT HAT 2 3T 31 faswaw, 2027 & are AT 2 arer A0 ‘&' & =T §IF =
TTRT T STATAT FATET FA F T8 & TATAT FT;

FAATT STAAT ¢ [T ST AT AV @ o T TIA/THDT o6 [0 TR STSAFAEE IcaqsTT
HIAeT 6l TASAAT, 5 LR G TG0 TG AhA ATGGAAT 2006 F Tgd Tod THA
qTaY TRATSATSN & THTET (erast geaisha arefd it et & sra o [Aeterted giEar
& HATHTL ST AT FALATAT 6 ST T AIHA T ATHA 6 SATHTL T il STUIAT:

T qaTaoii T T8t gt &f ST Tt &, a7 UH 697 T Uaa] Goh STSSaarse JIFat 6l
TTSTAT T THTAT T rwew o7 T 8, Ferd o "aterd TR seqEE o Afag=Er
ST 2 A7 T 7 =g 9 % fiae afiEer arde 97 T 6T F o s w1 af 'ew
TTESAFATSS HIHH] I AN T ST &, A I 31 [eEwT, 2028 F TATET givT| 37+ THT ATHAT
o, a9 forea w3 v stfeg=eT |@ear ar.arn ., 742 (37) 30 #TEq, 1990 3T At ~a

SHATE wTHEe] & 31 fewwaw, 2028 T ATITAT HTAT g,
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(®)

TTE g% T ST ATer ST Al TATE0 SRS Al &f T2 8, TT G0h SIS FETES HIAH] 0l
TATSTAT ST Ik AN g T A I7 sreoreaT, gm=r-a9 o2 |enfed, ST & aatawor g979
ArFe ATAg=AT 2006 | Fetfa TR o SqaTe, UHT T TRISHT &7 &7 T 93 Ta<oi
Aot # RS e g it S Areet § 9wt STesiie|TEe AIAE a0 78l (0 70 &, Fgt
ara fa=ra === Fr srfeg=aT e aran [, 742 (31) 30 e, 1990 3w Afef~a ©&F

SATE HTHEE] & 9T HTAT G,

THT STTATFATZS IS & (10 T AT 39 O] Ga=A1/zHh=a1 F dag ¥ 31 feawaw, 2028
AT g, g ie 392 027 (i) § e a9 #iHT & Fae qiar a1 @deT 151 997 6,

(iv) |FT STAFATES IS HTHH AV T o Y a1 B S50 9% 0] 7 g, T90d
T srferg=mT e ar.#1./. 742 (1) 30 w1, 1990 =T e~ & F=ATE Arest
FT AATAS FATET BT 03T 202t T % Hisg a9 e w9 gy 2% s
WG] T ATATAT A2 Fe i gHI-HA7 31 fegaw, 2029 €;

g TLHTL Fea T TGO =T e (HTdTfe) &t frwrier 9%, srser gy arg &Ea
THAT T ToHL STSAFATSS IS TR o6 AATAT T Hated THI-EHT AT F&T 3

arferet-Il & Fiew (4) § [fde f[7fr o T (@), (1) &7 (7) & e Tty & 9, g e
AT 3T SAATAT T FIA AT q1q (=g g2t a2 arrershr-ll 7 [fde =2 F s w=iaer
Saqfe @ITE STOsAT, SrIia:-

atferst-1l
THI-HHAT & T AJITAT T A qTA ERIEEU RTINS
AT FT GATAA (e e Saarfea faseh F fg =)
0-180 fa= 0.20
181-365 fa=r 0.30
366 fa7 i 399 I 0.40”

[T, . F1-15017/40/2007- Hrfrsseg]
frerer FHI A1, LFq af=a

e 7 At &1 fGq7 19 T99%, 1986 F Sraer HeaT 844(2) F FIT AILT T TSI, FHTLTI % TRI-11,
@< 3, IT-EE (i) § THRITAT FFAT 747 = &7 3 [ATs, 2005 i SATEE=AT HEAT SHUAs-446(3) +
HTETH & Ferrtera o |
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 11th July, 2025

G.S.R. 465(E).— Whereas Sulphur dioxide emission standards were published by the Central Government
vide SO 3305(E) dated the 7" December, 2015 for coal and lignite based thermal power plants in the country, also
prescribing certain timelines, which were amended subsequently from time to time;

And whereas many representations were received regarding exemption or relaxation in timelines of these
emission standards due to limited availability of technology providers, its techno-economic feasibility, negative impact
of COVID19 pandemic on supply chain, price escalation due to high demand and low supplies, low Sulphur dioxide
concentration in ambient air and heavy burden on consumer due to increase in electricity prices etc., and explicit
recommendation of the Ministry of Power was received in this regard;

And whereas several studies were conducted by research institutions regarding effectiveness and rationale
behind these standards and its role in overall ambient air pollution of the region;

And whereas several stakeholder consultations were done with Industry, Ministry of Power, Central Pollution
Control Board, scientific institutions and other stakeholders regarding these emission standards and its timeline.;

And whereas a committee in the Central Pollution Control Board was constituted to examine the issue in totality,
assess the available study reports, other relevant materials and other related factors and make a recommendation on
applicability of these standards and its timeline;

And whereas the Central Pollution Control Board, after detailed analysis, has submitted its recommendation
based on its study on National Ambient Air Quality Standards of Sulphur dioxide across most of the regions of the
country; resource conservation in terms of avoiding additional consumption of water, auxiliary power, and limestone;
increase in carbon footprint or Carbon dioxide emission into the atmosphere due to operation of control measures being
deployed, and mining and transportation of limestone required for these control measures; the techno-economic
feasibility of implementation of such control measures in all coal or lignite based Thermal Power Plants; and also
applying the precautionary principle for control and abatement of air pollution in densely populated areas and other air
pollution sensitive areas.

Now therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 6 and 25 of the Environment (Protection)
Act,1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, namely: -

1. (1) These rules may be called the Environment (Protection) Fourth Amendment Rules, 2025.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, in Schedule - I, in serial number 25, for the entries beginning with “*
(i) A task force shall be constituted by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)” and ending with “**Includes all the
TPPs (units) which have been accorded environmental clearance and are under construction” the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

“ (a) A task force shall be constituted by Central Pollution Control Board comprising of representative from the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Ministry of Power, Central Electricity Authority and the Central Pollution
Control Board to categorise the thermal power plants in three categories as specified in column (2) of the Table-I below,
on the basis of their location specified in column (3) of the said table, to comply with the emission standards:-
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TABLE -1
Sl. |Category Location/area
No.
a) 2 3)
1 Category A Within 10 km radius of National Capital Region or cities having million
plus population'.
2 Category B Within 10 km radius of Critically Polluted Areas” or Non-attainment
cities?
3 Category C Other than those included in category A and B

' As per 2011 census of India.

2 as defined by the Central Pollution Control Board.

(b) (i) The timelines for applicability of emission standards for parameters other than Sulphur dioxide emissions shall
be as follows:-

(©)

TABLE-II
SI.  |Category Timelines for compliance Last date for retirement of units for
No. (Non-retiring units) exemption from compliance
(@) 2 (€)] 4)
1 Category A Upto 31% December 2022 Upto 31% December 2022
2 Category B Upto 31% December 2023 Upto 31% December 2025
3 Category C Upto 315 December 2024 Upto 31% December 2025

(i1) the thermal power plant declared to retire before the date as specified in column (4) of Table-II shall
not be required to meet the specified standards for parameters other than Sulphur dioxide emissions
in case such plants submit an undertaking to Central Pollution Control Board and Central Electricity
Authority for exemption on ground of retirement of such plant:

Provided that such plants shall be levied environment compensation from the dates as
specified in column (4) of Table —II, at the rate of rupees 0.40 per unit electricity generated in case
their operation is continued beyond the date as specified in the undertaking in case the Thermal
Power Plant or Unit do not meet the specified standards.

The Applicability of emission standards for Sulphur dioxide in thermal power plants shall be as follows:

the thermal power plants declared to retire before 315 December, 2030 shall not be required to meet the
specified standards for Sulphur dioxide emissions in case such plants submit an undertaking to Central
Pollution Control Board and Central Electricity Authority for exemption on ground of retirement of such
plant:

Provided that such plants shall be levied environment compensation from the 31% December
2030, at the rate of rupees 0.40 per unit electricity generated in case their operation is continued beyond
the date as specified in the undertaking without meeting the specified standards;
the existing Category A thermal power plants shall comply with the Sulphur dioxide emission standards
by 31% December, 2027 and the Category A thermal power plants under commissioning shall also comply
with the standards before 31% December, 2027. Other category A plants to be commissioned after
31% December, 2027 will operate only after ensuring compliance of these standards;

for all Category B Plants or Units, whether existing or upcoming, the applicability of Sulphur dioxide
emission standards, shall be decided on a case to case basis by the Central Government based upon the
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recommendations of the Expert Appraisal Committee in charge of Thermal Power Projects constituted
under Environment Impact Assessment notification 2006 based on the appropriate scientific studies as
per the following procedure:

A. in case environmental clearance has already been granted, such plants or units may opt for review
of the applicability of Sulphur dioxide standards provided that concerned project proponent
applies for such review on the PARIVESH portal within six months of the date of issue of this
notification, in case Sulphur dioxide standards are decided as applicable, the same shall be
effective from 315 December, 2028 and in all other cases, the thermal power plant shall comply
with the stack height criteria notified vide notification number GSR 742 (E) dated the
30" August, 1990 by 315 December, 2028;

B. in cases of upcoming plants where EC has not been granted, the applicability of Sulphur dioxide
standards and the date of its coming into force or otherwise will be as specified in environmental
clearance granted to each such projects following the procedure as laid down in Environment
Impact Assessment notification 2006 as amended from time to time and in cases, where the
Sulphur dioxide standards are not made applicable, the thermal power plants shall comply with
the stack height criteria notified vide notification number GSR 742 (E) dated the 30" August,
1990;

C. these standards for Sulphur dioxide emissions shall be applicable with effect from the
315 December, 2028 in respect of all those plants or units which have not opted for review within
the given timeframe as specified in para (i) above;

iv. the Sulphur dioxide emission standards shall not be applicable to all Category C thermal power plants
subject to ensuring compliance of stack height criteria notified vide notification number GSR 742 (E),
dated the 30" August, 1990 and the time line for ensuring compliance by the existing Category C
Thermal Power Plants of stack height criteria by the 31% December, 2029.

(c) The Central Government may, on the recommendations of the Central Pollution Control Board, by an
order grant extension of timelines to thermal power plants from compliance of Sulphur dioxide
emission standards.

(d) There shall be levied environment compensation on the non-retiring and non-compliant thermal power
plants, after the date as specified in column (4) of Table-II and the date specified in paragraph (b), (¢) &
(d), as per the rates specified in Table-III.

TABLE -I1I

Environmental Compensation (Rs. per unit

Non-Compliant operation beyond the Timeline electricity generated)

0-180 days 0.20
181-365 days 0.30
366 days and beyond 0.40”.

[F. No. Q-15017/40/2007-CPW]
NEELESH KUMAR SAH, Jt. Secy.

Note: The Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-1I, Section 3, Sub-section (i)
vide number S.0.844(E), dated the 19" November, 1986 and last amended vide notification number
G.S.R 446(E) dated the 3™ July, 2025.
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