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Proceedings of the 13" State Board for Wildlife held at Committee
Room, 3™ floor, Vidhana Soudha under the Chairmanship of Hon ble
Chief Minister at 02.15 PM on 09.03.2020

L]

Presence:

Sriyuths,

5 EShri. B 5 Yediyurappa, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Chairman |
| | Government of Karnataka, Bengaluru.

L ——

‘ 2. | Shri.Anand i‘-ingh, H::m’-hre Ml'nister, Forest, ' Member
Environment and Ecology Department.

3. |SmtSoumya Reddy, Member of Legislative Member

Assembly, layanagar Assembly constituency

4, | Shri. Appaji Gowda N, Member of Legislative | Member
| Council. Bengaluru. |

| 5. Shri. T M Vijay Bhaskar, 1AS, Chief Secretary, ‘ Special
Government of Karnataka. | Invitee
6. | Dr, Sandeep Dave, IAS, Addl. Chief Secretary to | Mem| Erer_
Govt, Forests, Environment & Ecology Department,
Government of Karnataka.

7. | Shri. Punati Sridhar, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator | Member

of Forests (Head of Forest Force).

8.  Dr. Ravindranath, IPS, ADGP, Forest Cell, Bengaluru. | Member

9. | Shri. Kumar Pushkar IFS, Managing Director, Member
Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation
Limited, Bengaluru,

10. IDr. M.C. Shivaprakash, Professor, Adichunchanagiri| Member
‘ Institute of Medical Science, Mysore.

11. Shri. Malleshappa, President, Swami Vivekananda | Member
Seva Trust (R), Chamarajanagar

12, Shri. P M Subru, Bin Mara, Nokya Village, Thithimati  Member \
| Post, Virajpet. |




13. Dr. Madegowda C, Banglapodu, BR Hills, Member
YelandurTaluk, Chamarajanagar

14. | Shri. NeerajNirmal KN, General Secretary, Nature Member
Apeksha 5Society, “Swati® Main Reoad, Ullal,
| Dakshina Kannada.

" 15. | Director, Fisheries Department, Bengaluru. | Member |
| 16. Shri, Sanjay Gubbi, 2208/B, Sadana Road, | Member
K.R.Extension, Tumkur-572101

17. | Dr. K A Subramaniyan, Joint Director, Zoological  Member
Survey of India, Kolkatta.

18.  Shri. Rana George, M/s Kelachandra Group of | Member
Companies, No 16, 5t. Marks Road, Bengaluru.

l‘:'i.. I Shri.  Alok “'L"isﬁwanat!i, ..Sli.nganavaka na]‘uél!i, I I";l"lier-n-her-_l
' Bengaluru-560064
20. | Shri. Naveen J S, No 20, i floor, above Raymond " Member
showroom, DVG road, Basavanagudi, Bengaluru.

21. | Shri. Chetan B, No 151, R L Jalappa College road, Member
Kodihalli, Doddaballapura, Bengaluru-561203

2.-2-..;"5hr1'. Dinesh Singhi, FTridETEIl_t;ID_Museum road, ' _Fu;'iémher
Bengaluru-560001

23.  5hri. Sanjai Mohan, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator | Member
of Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Secretary
, | Bengaluru

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife
Warden and Member Secretary of the Board extended a warm welcome to the
Hon'ble Chief Minister & Chairman of the Board and all members and requested
the Chairman to chair the meeting. He initiated discussions as per Agenda of 13th

State Board for Wildlife with the approval of the Chair.



Agenda-1:

The Board approved the proceedings of the 12th State Board for Wildlife
meeting held on 26-09-2019 as requested by the Chief Wildlife Warden as no
comments / suggestions were received on the proceedings from Board members.

Agenda-2:
The Chief Wildlife Warden brought to the notice of the Board about action taken

on the decisions of the previous board meetings which were approved by Board
in the respective meetings as noted hereunder:

ilnvestigatinn in  877.507

12" meetin
( 8 land in

ihattare of forest
'Sagar and Honnavara Forest
?Dil.risi-nn for  proposed
‘Sharavathy Pumped Storage
Project in favour of Chief
Engineer (Electrical

Designs), KPCL, Bengaluru. |

' S8l.  Agenda No. Subject Action Taken |
!H-::-. and date |
|_1. ggg_- nda-24 -ﬂeclaring islands of | A draft notification declaring the
31-08-2016 Nethravathi as | Netravathi Islands as a Conservation
onservation Reserve. Reserve is submitted to the Government |
on 05.03.2020 _
2 Agenda-03 |Construction of bridge by The proposal was submitted to thEi
:fz-ﬁgi::inﬂ ithe State of Kerala at Central Government by the State
iHuﬂtuhuEE (Koottupuzha)  Government vide Letter No: FEE 28 FLL
near Makutta in the Urti 2018 Dated: 14.01.2020 for approval of
reserve forest of Brahmagiri  the National Board for Wildlife,
wildlife Sanctuary within
the State of Karnataka.
3 Agenda-04 Survey and Geo-technical The proposal was submitted to the|
26.09.2019 Central Government by the State

Government vide Letter Mao: FEE 27 FLL

2019 Dated: 18.01.2020 for approval of
the National Board for Wildlife.




Agenda-05 'Declaration of Bonal Lake in | A draft notification declaring Bonal Lake

26.09.2019 Surapura Taluk, Yadagiri as "Bonal Lake Bird Conservation

12" meeting) | : ,
{ 6 |District as "Bonal Bird Reserve"is under preparation stage

Conservation Reserve”
under section 36 (a) of the
Wildlife Conservation Act,
1972

5 | Agenda-06 Declaration of the Bear | A draft notification declaring “Arasikere

26.09.2013 |sanctuary in the Sloth Bear Sanctuary” has
(12" meeting) | . ;

|Hirekallugudda and submitted to the Government
\surrounding forest areas in | 16.01.2020
Ethe Arasikere region of

Hassan

Agenda-3:  Diversion 10.45 Ha (9.57 Ha in Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary & 0.88 ha.
in Haliyal Division) of forest land for to non-forestry purpose for
doubling of the track between Tinnaighat - Castlerock—

CaranzolbySouthwestern Railway, Hubli.

The Member Secretary proposed that, South-Western Railway has
submitted a proposal for doubling of the existing single track on Tinnaighat —
Castlerock—Caranzol route. This project will help freight traffic from the inland to
port at Goa and improved rail connectivity for passengers. Further he explained
that out of required 10.45 ha of forest land for this project, 9.57 ha. forest area
falls within the Castlerock Wildlife Range of the Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary and
can be recommended to National Board for Wildlife subject to the conditions that
the User Agency prepares a suitable Mitigation plan to reduce the impact on
wildlife and conditions imposed in Part-IV of the Proposal.

shri, Sanjay Gubbi, Member of the Board requested the Board to adopt
new Mitigation Measures prepared by the Wildlife Institute of India. Responding
to this, the Addl. Chief Secretary of the Government, Department of Forests,
Environment and Ecology explained that the existing Mitigation Measures will be
extended to the proposed new railway line.



The Board discussed the project and decided to recommend it to the
National Board for Wildlife for approval subject to the conditions that the current
applicable Mitigation Measures should be incorporated to the proposed double
line.

Agenda-4:  Diversion of 595.64 ha of forestland in Karwar, Yellapura and
Dharwad Division for the construction of New Broad Gauge Railway
line between Hubballi-Ankola.

EEE

The proposal for diversion of forest land of 595.64 ha. in Karwar, Yellapur
and Dharwad forest divisions for the new broad-guage railway line between
Hubballi-Ankala was placed before the Board by the Member-Secretary for
deliberations by giving the brief of the project.

Sri. Malleshappa, Member of the Board informed that the said proposal
was discussed in the previous State Board meetings and was rejected by the
Forest Department, State Government., and Central Government.

Dr. Shivaprakash, Member of the Board informed that about two lakh
trees will have to be cut for the propeosed project and Hubballi-Ankola National
Highway has already been widened and therefore purpose of the connectivity is
already served. Hence there is no need for the proposed railway project.  Further,
lot of trees were cut during the last 30 years for various projects in this landscape.
Since, a good National Highway is existing in this area, the proposed project may
kindly be dropped.

The Hon'ble Minister for Forests, Environment and Ecology Department
informed that there is already adequate railway connectivity to the west coast
and we should try to conserve the existing pristine forests. There doesn’t seem to
be need for the said project.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Head of Forest Force)
informed that there is already a railway connectivity between Hubballi- Londa-
Madagon and it will take only 2 hours extra for the people to reach Ankola as
compared to the proposed line. Hence, he requested to reject the proposal.



Sri. Sanjay Gubbi, Member of the Board informed that the said proposal
has been rejected twice by the State Board and rejected twice by the Central
Govt. The Central Empowered Committee had reported to the Hon'ble Supreme
Court to reject the proposal. The Kali River is a major source of water in Uttara
Kannada district and the proposed project area is a major catchment area of the
river. There will be acute shortage even for the drinking water if the proposed
project is approved and hence requested to reject the proposal.

smt. Sowmya Reddy, MLA, Jayanagar Constituency and Member of the
Board requested to reject the proposal since the proposed area is very rich in
wildlife and is detrimental to nature due to extraction of lakhs of trees.

The Chief Secretary and a Special Invitee to the Board informed the chair
that there is demand for Hubballi-Ankola Railway project since decades and
Central Government had approved the project during 1990s itself. He further said
that the entire expenditure will be borne by Indian railways. The Central Gowt,,
has been reviewing the project and has enquired for the delay. He added that the
proposed project does not come in any wildlife sanctuary and the then Chief
Minister had approved the project in the file. As per Govt. of India guidelines,
any linear development projects can be approved subject to the condition of
implementing proper mitigation measures,

5ri. Dinesh Singhvi, Member of the Board informed that at present India’s
total steel production is 110 Mt and the plan for 2030 is 300 Mt, but total
production would be 220-240 Mt. Steel production in Bellary sector at present is
approx. 20 Mt which may go up to 30 Mt. The requisite imports are handled
mainly from Krishnapatnam, Goa and NMPT. With doubling of tract from Vasco
to Londa, the carrying capacity of line will be increased from 35-40 Mt to 80-90
Mt and as such there is no necessity for another railway project and hence
requested to reject the proposal.

Sri. Sanjay Gubbi, Member of the Board informed that it is true that the
project area does not come inside the wildlife sanctuary, but, as per the
guidelines of the MokEF & CC dated: 5.12.2017, railway projects passing through
the areas linking one Protected Area or Tiger Reserve with another Protected
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Area or Tiger Reserve, the approval of National Board for Wildlife on the advice
of National Tiger Conservation Autheority as provided under Sec.38 (0) (i) (g) of
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 is essential. The proposed railway line falls within
the forest corridor between Kali Tiger Reserve and Bedthi Conservation Reserve.
The NTCA as well as the 5tate Gowt., has already rejected the proposal. Hence, it
may not be proper to approve the already rejected proposal.

Dr. Shivaprakash, Member of the Board informed that the proposed
project area is a habitat for the wrinkled frogs which is very rare and endangered.
Lot of wild animals have died in Madhya Pradesh and Gir forests of Gujarat which
has taken up such projects. Countless wild animals are dying due to rail accidents.
The proposed project area is one of the mega biodiversity hot spots of the planet
and needs to be preserved. The said project has been rejected by Govt. of India
and statutory bedies and hence requested to reject the same.

5ri. Malleshappa, Member of the Board informed that the report
including mitigation measures in respect of the proposed project by the Indian
Institute of Science is unscientific and 11S5¢c has not consulted the Forest
Department before preparation of the mitigation plan, The proposed project has
been rejected by the Central Empowered Committee too. There will be a
problem for drinking water if the project is approved. He further informed that
the forests are not only meant for wild animals but also a source of water which is
essential for human being and next generation. Hence, he requested to reject

the proposal.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister and Chairman of the Board informed the
Addl. Chief Secretary, FEE Department to put forth his views on the proposal.
Accordingly, the ACS, FEE informed that even though the then Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India, Sri. Atal Bihari Vajapayi had announced the said project, it had
not been approved and the MoEF & CC had rejected the same. Approximately
two lakh trees have 1o be felled for the project.  Since, the railway network is
already strengthened by approving the project proposal cited at Agenda-3 above
i.e, doubling between Tinnaighat- Castlerock- Caranzol, there is no need for the
proposed project.



The Chief Secretary and a Special Invitee to the Board informed that since
no wildlife sanctuary falls within the proposed project and the then Chief Minister
had approved the project in the file. As per Govt. of India guidelines prepared by
Wildlife Institute of India for any linear development projects can be approved
subject to the condition of implementing proper mitigation measures.

The Addl. Chief Secretary, FEE Department informed that the fly over
proposed by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, Government of India
of about 24 kms in Bandipur Naticnal Park to connect Gudlupet of Karnataka to
Waynad of Kerala was not approved by Karnataka. This proposed line is even
longer than the road project. Further, it may take between 5 to 10 years to
complete the project. During this period, there will be negative impact on the
forests and wildlife due to constant movement of labourers and machinery
engaged in the project. More importantly, many trees will be felled for the project
and hence requested to reject the proposal.

The Hon'ble Minister for Forest, Environment and Ecology Department
alsorequested to reject the proposal since it is detrimental to forests and wildlife.

Since all the Members of the Board have unanimously requested to reject
the proposal, the Hon'ble Chief Minister and Chairman of the Board agreed for

rejection of the proposal.

Agenda-5: Re-notifying the boundaries of Shettihalli Wildlife Sanctuary
without reducing the area & extent.

The Member Secretary proposed that, the proposal to realign and notify
the Shettihalliwildlife Sanctuary area was approved by the 9th State Board for
Wildlife and submitted to the National Board for Wildlite for approval. On the
recommendation of the Standing Committee of the 50th Mational Board for
Wildlife to constitute a committee to change / identify the boundaries of the
Shettihalliwildlife Sanctuary, the State Government ordered to create 3
Committee under the Chairmanship of Chief Conservator of Forests, Shivamogga
vide under the Government Order No.FEE 217 FWL 2016 dated 29-12-2018.



The Member Secretary informed that the committee constituted under
the Chairmanship of Chief Conservator of Forests Shivamogga, Circle
Shivamoggadiscussed the proposal in various meetings and drafted a revised
draft notification. The said proposal excluded non-forest areas, dwelling places
and cultivating lands, de-reserved forest area for rehabilitating the
Sharavathiproject. The draft notification by adding notified reserve dense
forest&wildlife habitat adjoining to the existing sanctuaryare aligned toinclude a
total of 402,41 sq.kmwhich is slightly more than 395.6 sg.km.ofthe original
notification ofShettihalliwildlife Sanctuary.

The Board reviewed the proposal and recommended the report
submitted by the Committee constituted under the Chairmanship of Chief
ConservatorofForests, Shivamogga Circle, Shivamogga to add area from
Masaruru SF (part), Sakrebailu Plantation, Bommanahalli 5F of ShimogaTalukand
Chornadehalli SF and Kaitotlu MF {part) of BhadravathiTaluk to make a total of
402.41 sg.km as “Shettihalli Wildlife Sanctuary”. The Chief Wildlife Warden
has been instructed to prepare a draft notification for declaring “Shettihalli
Wildlife Sanctuary™as per realigned boundaries as per Section 26 (a) of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, incorporating the proposed forest areas into the
Shettihalli Wildlife Sanctuary.

Agenda-6: Proposal from Divisional Engineer, BSNL for Optical Fibre Project,
Kalaburagi for the approval of the State Board of Wildlife for laying
of Optical Fibre Cable (from Tandoor to Kunchavaram) in the Right
of Way of the road at Chincholi Wildlife Sanctuary, Kalaburagi

Division.
The Member Secretarystated thatthe Divisional Engineer, BSNL, Optical

Fibre Project, Kalaburagihas submitted a proposal to lay underground Optical
Fibre Cable from Tandoor to Kunchavaram in the Right of Way of the road
(0.9215 ha) at Chincholi Wildlife Sanctuary, Kalaburagi Division for providing
internet and telecom services to Gram Panchayats under the National Fibre
Network (Digital India).Further he explained that the Deputy Conservator of
Forests Kalaburagi has submitted Site Inspection Report after inspecting the
proposed site. The report recommends the proposal and that there is no need
for any tree cutting to execute the project and that there will be no soil erosion



due to the use of hydraulic drilling method for laying of underground Optical
Fibre Cable.

The Board discussed the project and approved to recommend the
proposal to the National Board for Wildlife to lay underground Optical Fibre
Cableusing of hydraulic drilling method in the Right of Way of the road at
Chincholi Wildlife Sanctuary for the purpose of providing internet and telecom
services to the Village Panchayats.

Agenda-7:  Wildlife Clearance for Modernization of the Vijayanagar Channel
System located in Ballari, Koppal&Raichur Districts of Karnataka.

The Member Secretaryproposed thatthe Chief Engineer, Karnataka
Irrigation Corporation Limited, Irrigation Central Zone, Munirabad has submitted
a proposal to renovate the 400 year old Vijayanagar canal system built during
the Vijayanagar Empire.The Vijayanagar Canal system has a total of 19 annecuts,
18 of which are in the state of Karnataka and one in the Andhra Pradesh. The
User Agency has proposed to upgrade 16 dilapidated annecuts and submitted
onlineproposal to obtain Wildlife Clearance because out of 16, 9 annecuts fall
within the "Tungabhadra Otter Conservation Reserve" (5 in Koppal Division and
4 in Bellary Division) notifiedas per Section 36 (a) of the Wildlife (Conservation)
Act, 1972 He further explained that the proposal submitted by the User Agency
is inspected by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, Koppala,BallaryandChief
Conservator of Forests, Ballari Circle, Ballari and reported that the proposed
project is to upgrade the existing annecut structures and the project will not
require any land in the river or protected area.

The Board discussed the project and decided to recommend the
proposal to the National Board for Wildlife with conditions as this project
doesn’t require any land in the river or protected area and is concerned with
supply of water to the backward districts of Bellary, Raichur and Koppal districts
through canals by renovating the existing annecuts,
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Subjects discussed after getting approval from the Chairman of the Board.

Agenda- 8: Muguli Marine Wildlife Sanctuary.

5hri 5anjay Gubbi, the Board Member requested in the meeting that a
marine protected area should be notified in the Karwar - Honnavar area as the
Government has already announced Rupees one crore in the State budget for
2020-21 which should be earmarked for the development of this new marine
protected area.The area is home to some endangered shark species such as the
Broad fin Shark, Spirna Levine, Oasis White Tip Shark and Spot Tailed Shark,
Baleen whales, Humpback whales, Sperm whales etc. The Chairman and the
Board members approved in principle the proposal to declare the Karwar-
Honnavar coastal area as a "Marine Wildlife Sanctuary” and instructed the
Member Secretary to prepare a detailed proposal,

The 13th State Board for Wildlife meeting was concluded with a Vote of

Chairman, State Board for Wildlife
AndHon’ble Chief Minister,
Government of Karnataka.
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