
  02.    17.03.2021 1. Heard Mr. O. Devdas, learned counsel for the Petitioners 

and Mrs. S. Pattanayak, learned Additional Government 

Advocate for the State-Opposite Party Nos.2 to 4. 

 2. The Public Interest Litigation highlights a serious issue 

regarding transportation of coal of Mahanadi Coalfields 

Limited (MCL) (Opposite Party No.5) using multi axle 

commercial vehicles through village roads. The contention is 

that such transportation is in violation of the extant statutory 

provisions. It is stated that this is also in violation of the 

Mining Plan. The affected persons are villagers of Taparia, R. 

Ratanasara, Belimunda and Ratansara. 

 3. It appears that a detailed representation was made to the 

Collector, Sundargarh (Opposite Party No.4) on 22
nd

 

December, 2020 in this regard. It also pointed that the road 

between Bankibahal to Taparia is a very poor state as a result 

of the transportation of coal using multi axle commercial 

vehicles. This is also causing coal dust pollution, as a result of 

which the villagers are suffering from various ailments.  

 4. Learned counsel for the Petitioner submits that the 

directions issued by the Collector, Sundargarh (Opposite Party 

No.4) on 6
th
 January, 2021 restricting the movement of the 

vehicles to only three hours, is totally inadequate to address 

the problem. 

 5. It is accordingly directed that Opposite Party No.4 will 

undertake to visit to the area in the next one week and if he 
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finds that such restriction for only three hours is inadequate, he 

will issue appropriate orders to further restrict the movement 

of the vehicles till such time, the enquiry as ordered by this 

Court hereafter is not completed.  

 6. The Court learns that earlier this very issue was raised and a 

detailed judgment was passed by this Court on 30
th

 January, 

2018 in Writ Petition (Civil) No.19933 of 2016 and Writ 

Petition (Civil) No.19266 of 2015 (Gouri Dandasena, 

Sarpanch, Mahulpali G.P. v. State of Odisha). The following 

detailed directions were issued:  

 “A. The road from Bankibahal to Sundargarh 

must be widened by opposite party No.4-MCL 

in both the writ petitions after discussing with 

the State Government for full fledged coal 

corridor as per the direction of this Court in 

W.P.(C) No.11744 of 2012 within a period of 

two months from the date of this judgment and 

the work must be completed by the end of 

2018 on war footing basis. It is made clear that 

MCL would make allotment of amount for 

such work in addition to money already 

deposited; 

 

 B. The MCL would maintain the existing road 

directly by its own machinery on every three 

months and any sort of deficiency in service 

would be accountable in judicial side; and 

 C. Till the above directions are complied, the 

opposite party no.3-Collector in both the writ 

petitions would issue an order under Section 

115 of the Act, 1988 by putting appropriate 
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restrictions for plying of class of vehicles 

within a period of two months from today and 

one of the conditions should be that the multi 

axle vehicles would only ply from 11 PM to 6 

AM and keep vigil over the movement of other 

vehicles to avoid any accident during such 

time. 

 In addition to these directions, the Collector, 

Sundargarh, opposite party no.3 in both the 

writ petitions would also keep in mind the 

directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the 

case of S. Rajaseekaran –v- Union of India 

and others decided on 30.11.2017 while 

passing the order as directed above.” 

  

 7. The Court directs the Opposite Parties to hold a detailed 

enquiry with the participation of the villagers in the area. A 

direction is issued to the Collector, Sundargarh to hold such 

enquiry, in the affected area, in which the representatives of 

the Department of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 

Union of India, the Department of Transport, State of Odisha, 

the Works Department, State of Odisha and the MCL will 

participate. The dates on which the hearings are proposed to be 

held will be notified prominently in advance to enable the 

participation of the villagers through their representatives. The 

hearings be concluded by 3
rd

 May, 2021 and a report setting 

out the detailed course of action to deal with the problems 

highlighted, including time-bound directions, be prepared not 

later than 17
th
 May, 2021. The report shall be made available 

to all the villagers and placed in the public domain by 24
th
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May, 2021. If aggrieved by any aspect of the report, it would 

be open to the Petitioners to seek appropriate remedies in 

accordance with law. 

 8. The writ petition is disposed of in the above terms.   
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